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I, Introduction 


This discussion ip intended. to contribute objective information about the 
Ukrainian people's independence atruggle and freedom movement in the. Ukrainian 
homeland, The author seeks to be as objective as humanly possible and to leave 
out personal opinions. 


A better understanding of the present situation and development requires a 
brief outline of the history of the Ukrainian revolutionary movement and ite 
organizations. Apart from factual reporting, pblemiesl notes will be in- 
eluded in the discussion beeause #0 many distortions and so mich cwontra~ 
dictory information have been spread about the independence struggle and its 
organizations ~ The Ukrainian Supreme Couneil of Liberation (UHVR), the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), and the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN).. Hardly one politi¢sl reporter ean claim to have an aceurate plioture, 


The natural question which arises ia how has this happened? 


Be First: The Ukrainian question is still unknown in the world in spite of 
the liberation struggle of the Ukreinian people for many years. 


bd. Setond: Soviet Russians, Russian emigres, and ‘plgo a large proportion 
of. Poles who are enemies of an independent Ukraine and who do not believe 
eg Ukrainian problem should exist intentionally spread falsified reports 
to distort and slander the independence atruggle of the Ukrainian people. 


e, Third: The Ukreinien emigration has not previously been capable of pre~ 
senting an aeeurste pléture of the struggle in the Ukraine, primarily 
because of partisan reasons, Each emigration party tried to draw a 
pigture which would enkance its role. 


“This threefold falsification prevented the political public of the world 
from having a dlear pleture about the present atruggle in the Ukraine. 


The non-Ukrainian literature about the Ukrainian struggle during World War 
Il and at present is very modest and one can parely Porm an accurate pieture 
from it, A few published works are pited in the bibliography, but they are 
not able to clarify eireumstances comprehensively « The absence of & non~ 
Ukrainian edition of Mykola Lebed's UPA is regrettable as well as the fact 
that only the First part, which deals with the German oceupation of the 
Ukraine, is available. Until nowy the basic dotuments of the Ukrainian 
movement, the Platform, the Provisions]: Constitution and Proclamation of the 
ea the UPA F fe Re Or 


Not only dees the Ukrainian press bear the blame for thia, but also the world 
press, the foreigh languege periodicals and the publishing’ houtes. Even 

the serious newspapers aré no exeeption in reporting the UPA's struggle only 
from the sensational standpoint. 


| Considering all these previous difficulties, the author seeks to fill a gap 
with a brief, but comprehensive,pleture of the Ukrainian independence move~ 
ment's political concepts. end structure. He jas relied on his personal 
experiences and knowledge as well as domumentar'y materials at his disposal. 


Three Pers etives for a Consideration of the Ukrainian Question 


Sinee the Ukrainian question is much too comprehensive to exhaust here, one 
of three possible approaches has been selected; namely, the political revo~ 
lutionary underground and its result-the armed military struggle. 


The other two approaches are: a) the official policy of the powers which have . 
occupied the Ukraine, until 1939: The Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
and Rumimia and sin¢e 194% the Soviet Union alone, and the legal polities 

of individual Ukrainian parties, ineluding the xp(p)U (the Commmist Party 

of Bolsheviks of the Ukraine), ami b) the standpoint of the emigration after 


World War I and II. 
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Since these last two approaches can gontribute to a elarification of the whole 
Ukrainian problem they are not to be rejected. However, they constitute a. 
chapter in themselves which can, in all frankness, obscure and even distort 
the present struggle in the Ukraine. 


The promise of the future for the Ukrainian people hinges upon the strengbh 

of the political underground; therefore, the latter will always be the most 
important approach, The emigration can and will only play 4 secondary role, 
and if it fulfille this it will have done its duty for the fighting fatherland. 
The guiding principle of the Ukrainian independence movement which holds that 
foreign policy is a function of domestic policy means that the center of gravity 
of decision ia in the Ukraine. Consequently, the emigration can only be the 
representative of the fighting homeland, not its responsible political leader. 


The inevitable subjectivity which an approach to the independence movement from 
the atendpoint of the homeland involves. does not obscure the objective picture 
in any case. On the ecentrary, thie approach gives a lively picture and the 
political observer gains a thorough insight into the complicated characteristics. 


‘This is uneonditionally neceseary for every proper political question and the 


Ukrainian question ia a European political question par excellence. 


A Survey of the Years 1917-1923 1./ 


The following document is important in regard to Great Britain's relations with 
the Ukraine, It originated in Detember 1917 sfter the Ukrainske Tsentralna 


‘Rada, the revolutionary parliament which had arisen in March 1917, proclaimed 


the formation of a Ukrainian state on 19 November 1917 under the name of the. 
Ukrainian People's Republic (Ukrainska Narodna Respublyka): 


"Representative of Great Britain 

To Hie Exeellency the President of the Coweil of Ministers 

of the Ukrainian National Republic 

Excellency 

T have the honor to inform you that His Brittanic Majesty 

has appointed me by wire as the sole aceredited representative 
of Great Britain in the Ukraine. i 

My government has instructed me to commnicate the 

assurance of its good will to yous. It will, with all its 
strength, support the Ukrainian Government's undertaking 

of making a good government, of maintaining order, and of 
combating the Central Powers, which are the enemies of 
democracy and humanity. In that which concerns me particularly, 
Mr, President, I have the honor af asewring you of my 

full cooperation in the realization of our common ideal. 


Piston Bagge 
Representative of Great Britain 
in the Ukraine." 


Mr. Picton Bagge had previously been the British consul at Odessa. General 
Tabouis, "“Commissaire de la Republique Frangaise", submitted a document of sim- 
ilar content to the Ukrainian government at the time./ Dmytro Doroskenko: 
Istortye Ukra 1917-1923 (History of the Ukraine 1917-1923), Part I. Time 
of the Central Council, Ushorod, 1932, pages 234-236. Ukreinian. 


The Ukrainian Peoplets Republic, whose Central Council declared its political 
independence and sovereignty on 22 January 1916, was unable to cultivate its 
relations with the Entente. It had to conclude a peace treaty with the Central 
Powers at Brest Litovsk on 9 February 1918 because of the war with the Russian 


Soviet government of People's Commissars which bad started on L7 December 


1917. The Ukrainian national government only sueceeded in liberating the coun- 
try from the Russian Bolshevik invasion with the help of German troops. 


Frictions and tensions between the Ukrainian government and the Oberkonmmande 


of Heeresgruppe Ei¢gbhorn arose almost immediately, even though the treaty of 
Brest had pope the a ere ere and respect for its soveriegnty 
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might heve been expected. The German command removed the Soeigl Democratic 
government, drove the Central Cowiell apart, and fevored & putsch by General 
Pavlo Skoropadski, He took the historical title of hetman as head of the 
gtate, This period of Ukrainian history is verified by the German and 
Avstrian documents which are published in the collegtion Zusammenbrucgh der 
Deutachen  Okkupation in der Ukraine (Collapse of the German Oceupation in 
r “In 1936 it appeared in Moscow in Russian, and in German in 


mt" ow 


eee. ; 


After Germany's collapse, a nitional uprising broke out in November 1918 
aeainet Skoropadskits government, The latter had in the meantime proclaimed 
the federation of the Ukraine with Rupsia. 


Ukrainian political publicists and writers of memoirs still claim today 

that Skoropadski'ts proclamation followed the suggestion of Entente diplo- 
mats at Sofia and Jassy who made 1t a eondition for negotiating, France and 
Britain's attitude toward the Ukraine shanged completely in the course of a 
year, and Paris and London no longer liked to hear about the miasionsa of 
Pleton Bagge and General, Tabouis, 


The National Directory, which took over the Ukraine after the virtorious 
uprising, tried to awaken an understanding for Ukrainian aspirations of 
independence in the Entente, It pointed to the danger of the Bolshevik 
Revolution which sought to further its revolutionary aims with slogans about 
"the rights of nations to self-determination to the separation and formation 
of independent states." (This slogan was adopted in April 1917 by the VIT 
Party Congress. of Bolsheviks). However, at that time, the Entente supported 
Kolchak, Denikin, and other Rugsian generals who were unable to seize the 
weapon .of the Bolsheviks either in their national coneepte or social policy. 
On the contrary this policy was only grist for the Bolshevik mill, Lenin, 
Trotaki, and Stalin knew what use to make of the Entente's mistakes by also 
elaiming to fight for the national aims of people suppressed by Tsariam, 


‘The Ukrainian National Directory with Simon Petlura at the head was left ¢om- 
pletely to itpelf in these fateful struggles; at the end of 1919 it had to 
clear the battlefield and seek an alliance with the newly ¢reated state of 
Poland, whose head, Pilsudski, had a great understanding of the danger 

from the @ast. In April 1920, Poland and the Ukraine coneluded a treaty in 
conjunction with a military convention, A joint Ukrainian and Polish 
campaign led to the liberation of Kiey in May 1920, but it had to be aban- 
doned goon aud the joint armies hai to clear the Ukraine. Poland deserted 
its Ukrsinian ally in the peace treaty at Riga in 1921 when it recognized 
the Soviet government in the Ukraine. The regular war between the Ukraine and 
Moscow ended at that time. 


There were only two ways in which the Ukrainian people would fight for 
their political independence and sovereignty in thie situation: 


@. To mister the Ukrainian Soviet Republic from within by strengthening 
the Ukrainian element so that a separation from Russia wowld only be 4 
question of time. 


b. To eontinue the regular war with insurréeetions whieh would not allow 
the Soviet Ukraine to be stabilised and thereby prepare the people for 
a national revolution. 


The Ukrainian National Commmists, the left-wing Segial Revolutionaries, and 
the Independent Social Democrats took the first way. Their efforts met 

a tragic end in the thirties when they all became & gaerifice of the purge 
and liquidation mashinery. 


Qur diseugsion is only intererted in the serond way becawse it proved to be 
gorrect historically. ‘Those who took the first way were by no means traitors 
to the idea of Ukrainian freedom and » Ukrainian state. While they tried 

to bring the Ukrainian people its social and national freedom, their tragedy 
lay in placing the social above the national. The year 1923 sealed the 
Ukrainian independence struggle politically end. in international law, The 
Ukrainian Soviet Republic became a part of the USSR, while the Comell 

of Ambassadors finally granted the west Ukrainien territories to Poland 
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The Ukrainian Revolutionary Underground Movement. Between Both World Wars 


in March 1923. 


The national insurrection against Skoropadski's government was only able to 
succeed betause the National Direetory had the Sich! Riflemen, the best 
Ukrainian military unit, op its side, This unit, which was under the command 
of Evhen (Hugen) Konovalets, grew into a corps in the course of 1919. 


Konovalets and his officers, seeing that the Polish-Ukrainian alliance could 
not bring the Ukrainian independence, resolved to wage the battle by other 
means, Individual wprisings broke out against the Soviet regime but they 
leeked unified military and politieal leadership. With the complete break- 
down of the Polish-UJkrainien campaign, the offieers of the Sich! Riflemen 
tonsidered it their duty to organize such a lesaferahip. 


The idea of an underground. organization which arose at this time led to the 
founding of the VOSS (Yoyskove Organizatsiya Sitshovich Striltsiv ~ Military 
Organization of Sich' Riflemen) in Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine, Ite 
main task was the unified leadership and coordination of armed ineurreationary 


actions, At the same time,the VO (Ukrainska Yoyskova Organizatslya - 


Ukrainian Militery Organization) arose in Lvov (Lemberg) and conducted the 
revolutionary struggle against the Polish cacupation. Both widergrowund 
organizations were subordinated to the so-called “Riflemen's Cowme1l", 
which was headed by Colonel Konovaleta, 


The insurrectionary actions in the Ukraine did not last longs The Cheka 
eliminated the VOSS ag a central iostitution and shot ite leadere (Opoka 


and Andrukh), Actually the ekillful policy of the Commmist Party in the 


national and social fields, rather than the terror of the Bolshevik security 
police or Moscow's overwhelming military power, put an end to the insurrection- 
ary action which continued in individual territories until 1924. 


The Bo-emlled “Ukrainigation period” deaetved the wasses into believing 
that the Ukrainian Soviet Republie wads a Ukrainian state which could be 
enlarged into a national stete, The somewhat liberal period of the NEP 
gave many the hope that the Commmist ewonomic system had to and would be 
modified wider the pressure of realities. These two facts were the main 
reasons why every resistanwe movement In the Ukraine had to disintegrate 
and dissolve. 


The underground movement felt eompelled to pursue another tactic whitch involved 
the penetration of the state and Party apparatus, It had great suctess until 
1932-1933 when Moscow struck a great blow at the “local” nationalists in 

the individual member republics. Already in 1929 the security police un~ 
covered the SVU (Soyuz Vyzvolennya Ukrainy ~ Union for the Liberation of the 
Ukraine), made up of leading Ukrainian intellectuals, arrested its mewbers, 
brought them to trial in the beginning of 1930, ani condenmed them to hard 
Labor in Siberian concentration camps. At the same time,the police eliminated 
secret youth groups of the SUM (Spilksa Ukrainskol Molodi - Society of Ukrainian 
Youth). The so-called "Committee of Three" of the GPU condemned and executed 
thousands of arrested students and youths, Over 2000 young Ukrainians were 
shot in Kharkov, which was the capital of the Ukraine at the time. 


Tona Emanuilovich Balytski, the People's Commissar of the Interior in the 
Ukraine (chief of the GPU), gave a report to the Central Comittee of the 
Ukrainian Communist Party (Tak VEP(b) 0) in 1934 about gsombating the Ukrainian 
nationalist eounter-revolution. He enlisted the following secret revolu- 
tionary organizations: The Ukrainian ational Center, the Ukrainian Military 
Organization (VO), the the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN). 

This was the second great blow to the Ukrainian underground. 


The third oe¢urred in 1936/1937 in connection with the great purges and 
Liquidation which were carried owt im the entire Soviet Union. At this 

time & ruthless liquidstion of all national Communistsa, former Seeisl 
Revolutionaries, and Social Democrats, who had submerged into the Ukrainian 
Communist Party, took place. Many members of the Ukrainian resistance movement 
were also Liquidated. 
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Between thia wave of terror which Yezhov, the GPU Peoples Commissar, conducted 
and the outbreak of the Second World War in Eastern Europe in 1941, the Ukrainian 
underground was only able to maintain a very camouflaged existence. It must 

be sdmitted that the illegal network of this underground became very thin and 
hadte be limited to individual persons in each town, and even then not in 

every town, But this underground outlasted the furies of Bolshevik terror, 


In 1939, when the Soviet Union annexed. the western Ukrainian territortes of 
Galizia and Volhynia, and in 1940 Bukovina and Bessarabia, OUN members éstab« 
lished their connection with the dllegal network, 


From the UVO to the QUNs 


After World War I, the territories of the Western Ukraine « Galleia, Volhynia, 
Pidlyaska, Polessye (Polissyn, Polessiye), Rukovina, Bessarabia, and the 
Carpetho-Vkraine - fell to democratic or half democratic states like Poland, 
Rumania, and Czechoslovakia . Thus, this gave the Ukrainian underground the 
opportunity to develop a kind of "state within a state" in spite of police 
pursuit. 


the UVO, which was founded in 1920, changed from an organization of military 
conspirators to & political Yevolutionary movement under the influence of the 
MASSES Tevolutionized by it. It adopted the title Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OQUN) et the First Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists whieh took 
place in. Vienna in February 1929. 2./ The Congress elected a leadership known 
as the PUN (Provid Ukrainskykh NetBionalistiv - Directorate or Leadership of 
Ukrainian Nationalists) which embraced members. from the Eastern Ukraine, the 
Western Ukraine, and from the political emigration. Colonel E. Konovalets, 
the founder of the VOSS and the UVO,.was elected head of the Provid (Holova 
Provodu) . 


Party headquarters were maintained abroad, while the OUN's press orgen, Roz~ 
budova Nateii (Construction of the Nation), a monthly Periodical, was published 
at Prague for the years 1926~1934. Hach part of the Ukraine which was occupied 
by @ foreign power had a KE OUN (Krayeva Ekzekutyva » territorial exeeutive 
tommittee): a KE OUN of the Western Ukraine 41n Poland, a KE of the Carpatho- 
Ukraine in Czechoslovakia, and a KE OUN of Bukovina and Bessarabia in Rumania. 
The KE OUN of the Western Ukraine became the main foundation of the OUN's 
political activity, This was beneficial, in that the population of the Western 
Ukraine had an especially national consciousness and fully supported the OUN's 
political activity. On the other hand it gave the OUN more and more of a 
Western Ukrainian character and an antt«Poligh attitude which made it judge 

the situation in the Soviet Ukraine from this standpoint, .This doea not mean , 
-however, that there were no conneetions between the Provid of the OUN and the 
underground in the Soviet Ukraine, 


The revolutionary tengionm:, reached such a high point in the Western Ukraine 
in .1930 that the Polish government felt compelled to intervene with the most 
brutal means in the so-called pacification action which embraced almost every 
Ukrainian town and village and aroused such attention abroad, The Polish 
action came before the League of Nations and resulted in.a protest by members 
of the British Parliament headed by Rys. Davis. 


193% was another high point of revolutionary activity, the Polish poliee elim~ 
inated almost the whole of the SUN territorial executive committee of the 
Western Ukraine and carried out mage arrests among the population, Many Ukraine 
‘lang were delivered to the newly constructed concentration camp at Bereza 
Kartuska. The police declared that its action was 4 reprisal against the attempt 
against the life of Colonel Bronislay Pieracki, the Polish Minister of the 
Interior. (The OUN declared in a pamphlet that the attempt was a punishment 

of the one chiefly responsible for the "pacification" of 1930). 


A lawsuit ageinat the KE OUN of the Weatern Ukraine in 1936 at Lvev followed 

& great lawsuit against numerous members of the KE OUN of the Western Ukraine 
for the attemptum Pleracki which todk place in Warsew in 1935. Both lawsuits, 
especially the stenographie and preas reparts in Ukrainian and Polish newspapers, 


“ 


29X1A 


Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R010100150006-6 


Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R010100150006-6 25X1A 


offer comprehensive material on the concepts and aetivity of the OUN. 


The blows of the Polish administration and police ¢ould not paralyze the revo-= 
lutionary activity of the OUN because the latter was too strongly rooted in the 
Ukrainian population and the political goals of the underground coineided with 
those of the people. The Polish policy of repression and extermination con- 
tributed to revolutionary agitation, 


The importance of the Ukrainian underground grew not only in Poland but also 
in Rumania (a lawsuit was brought against the OUN members at Chernovtsy in 


. 1937) and Czechoslovakia, The OFN contributed a great deal to the construction 


of the autonomous Carpatho-Ukrainian state in Crechoslovakia in 1938-1939. 

The “Karpatska Sich", which formed the basis for the Carpatho-Ukrainian army 

in March 1939, came into existence on the initiative of OUN members who cceupled 
leading command posts. It was comprised primarily of OUN members who had 
resolved to resist an attack by the Hungarian Honoveds. 


the De Death of the Leader of the OCW = +E, K Konov ovalete 


The building of communications between the Provid of the OUN and the Soviet 


Ukraine led to the tragic death of Evhen Knnov valets the founder and Leader 


of the UVO and the OUN, on 23 May 1938 gat Rotterdam, Halland. A GPU agent 

who penetrated. the OUN‘s Lines of commanicatiap. delivered a time bomb to Kono 
valeta, ‘Konovaleta was the most striking personality of the Ukrainian indepen» 
denee movement between the two world wars. (Until now, the most camprehensive 
characterization of Konovalets appaared in the periodical Vysvolna Politika, 
Volume II, No..1-2@ (11412), January/February 1947, pages 17-25, V.P.8: phen 
Konovaleta - Attempt at a Characterization.” This article also clarifies the 
reasons for his murder at Rotterdam). 


Volonel Andriy. Me.uyk became the successor of Konovalets. A. Melnyk, his 
closest collaborator at the time of the Uktrainiah war of independence in 1917= 
1921 and chief of staff of the Sich Infantry Corps, took over the leadership 

of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists foun} in October 1938 and was 
confiymed in this post by the Second (Great?) Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists 


which took place in Rame at the end of 1939. 


The following leading personalities of that time are identified: Colonel 
Evhen Konovalets, Omelan Hrybivski-Senyk, Captain Riko Yary, Dmytro Orlyk- 
Myron, Mykola Seciborski, Dmytro Andriyevski, Kreminski,Volodymyr Martynetsa, 
Zenon Kossak, Mykhayle Huzar-Kolodainski, Yaroslav Baranovaki, Colonel Andriy 
Melnyk, Stefan Bandera, Ivan Babruseviech, Sydir Chuchman, Mykola Lebed, Yaro= 
slay Starukh, Ivan Mitringa, ete. 


Iwo Years of Peace in #estern Burope (1939-19%1) 


The Second Congress of the OUN took place shortly before the outbreak of the 
Second World War and balanced aceounte for ten years of activity. The Provid 
of the OUN saw in the approaching atorm of war an opportunity to convert the 
Ukraine from an object into a subject of world politics. The first two years 
did not confirm these expectations. The Western Ukraine, which was the chief 
reservoir of Ukrainian revolutionary forees, fell to the Soviet Union through 
the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact of £3 August 1939 and was incorporated into the 
Soviet Ukrainian Republie after entry of Soviet troops on 17 September 1939. 
The Supreme Soviet of the Ukraine and the Soviet Union ratified the union on 
L November 1939. 


This wae a blow for the Provid of the OUN which had not reekoned on such a 
development. 


In all objectivity it must be said here that the Provid of the OUN staked a 
great deal, though not. everything, on the German card. This stake was, however, 
on the German, not on the National Socialist ecard, ‘The OUN never entered into 
relations with the NSDAP, on the ¢ontrary they were always hostile to each other, 
as the goeumentsa which the Western Allies have oh hand will confirm. The cause 
for this is difficult to explain eince many German and Ukrainian documents are 


not. available. 
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Ferhaps their hostility may be explained by the fuet thet the goals of the 
OUN, which were neither raciat or snti-semitic, were diametrically opposed 
to those of the NSDAP. The OUN fought for the political independence and 
sovereignty of the Ukraine, while the NSDAP sought living space for the 
German people in Poland, White Ruthenia, and in the Ukraine. Uhe OUN saw 
she shance of restoring the national Ukrainian gteate in the European war 
which had broken out. German policy required great caution because it 
made use of the Carpatho-Ukraine to make Poland more eompliant, and later 
to tie Hungary to the German side and to play the Soviet Union against 
Foland. (See Stalin's speech to MYITI Congress of the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union on 10 March 1939, in which he compered the Carpatho~ 
Wkraine to a mosquito to which one wished to annex the elephant of the 
Soviet Ukraine.) , 


In the summer of 1939 the Western Ukraine begame a bargaining point to insure 
the neutrality of the Ukraine in the German-Polish war. 


The younger elements of the OUN, especially those in the Western Ukraine, 
who bad borne the main burden of the struggle and who were determined to 
continue the stubborn struggle against the Soviet Union thought the caution 
well placed. On the basis of the foreign situation, the Provid of the OUN 
cautioned restraint « 


The Crisis in the OUN 


As a result of this attitude of the Provid of the OUN, a revolutionary 
opposition developed and selected as their spokesman Stefan Bandera (OUN 
district leader of the Western Ukraine in 1934. was sentenced to death in 
the Pieracki trials and the sentence was later commited to life imprison- 
ment) and Volodymyr Lopatynski (this is a cover neme).(He was the OUN 
ddetriet leader of the Western Ukraine in 1939). 


The gituation became worse. On 16 February 1940 a Revolutionsry Command 

of the OUN was established and was given full responsibility for the under= 
‘ground movement in the Ukraine. In August 1940 it came to an open break. 
whieh resulted in the formation of two Organizations of Ukrainian National» 
ists and both groups started to fight each other. One was under the command 
of Bandera (called “"Banderivi") and the other under Melnyk ("Melnykivi"). 
Although the crisis was of a political nature, personal ambitions of the 

two opponents played an important role. This split remains to this day 

and is being continued abroad among the emigrants. 


The congress of the OUN in Krakov in March 1941, also designated the Second. 
Great Congress, brought the OUN under the leadership of Stefan Bandera. 


The Situation tn the Ukraine 


The OUN in the Western Ukraine, which continued its underground activity 
after the entry of Soviet troops, recognized the party leadership under Bandera 
because the latter's revolutionary attitude and political activity corres~- 
ponded more to its own. ‘The OUN used this opportunity to build up the weak 
commniecations with the national underground in the Western Ukraine. This 
was a difficult task because, since the formation of the Soviet Ukrainian 
Republic in 1921, a strongly guarded border existed between the various 
Ukrainian territories which could only. be crossed with an official pass. 
Nevertheless, the OUN sent numerous emissaries into the Soviet Ukraine 

who either crossed the border illegally or went as workers to the industrial 
centers of the Donbas. The OUN also made contact with Ukrainians who came 
to the Western Ukraine as administrative officials and soldiers. 


The nesta of resistance in the Soviet Ukraine were strenghtened. The mont 
positive aspect of the new situation was the wuified organization of the 


national underground which thereby added to its atrength and revolutionary 
signifié¢sarnce. 


At the Same time, the OUN tried fy become attive im foreign affetra for 
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which the Finnish war offered an opportunity. Mykhaylo Kachmar, who was 
killed in the Ukraine in July 1944, travelled to Finland through Sweden 

a8 a delegate of the OUN to organize an action among the Soviet-Ukrainian 
prisoners of war. The Finnish Army command wanted an OUN delegation to 
establish contact with the Soviet Ukrainian regiments (44 Soviet divisions) 
on the Finnish front, but the rapid conelusion of peace thwarted the dispatch 
of such a d@légation. Kachmar tried to establish contact with the Britieh 
in Stockholm through the Finns, but the British showed no interest in the 
Ukrainian question. 


In the meantime the OUN, whieh had strengthened its illegal network, planned 
an ingurreetion in the Western Ukreine where the lines of communicetion 
between the Soviet Union and Germany ran. One must bear in mind the military 
importance of such an insurrection in 1940, The failure of Kachmar‘s 

mission in-Stockholm and the complete diginterestedness of the British 
ruined this plan aince it could not assure a success in foreign affairs, 
Furthermore, all signs pointed to a future armed conflict between Germany 

and the Soviet Union which would once more offer the chance of presenting 

the Ukrainian problen. 


Té should be emphasized here that only the OUN-led the struggle against the 
oppressors of the Ukrainian people. . 


For a long time there had been no Ukrainian parties in the Soviet Ukraine. 
In order to remove the possibility of perseeution of ite members by the 
Bolsheviks, all parties Like the UNDO (Ukrainske Nataionalne=Demokratchne 
Coyedennye ~ Ukrainian National. Democratic Union), the USPR (Ukrainska 
Sotsialistichna Radykalna Partiya + Ukreinalan Radical Socialist Party}, 
the FNYe (Front Natsionalna Yedannya ~- Front of National Unity), ete, 

wrre diasolved. This political maneuver did not help and numerous members 
of these parties, including leading party pobitigians,; were “banished” 

to Siberian concentration camps. Many members, however, joined the GUN aa 
the only party with a purposeful will from 1939~1941, through the German 
oceupstion of 1941-1944, and the return of the Rusaian Rolshevik oeeupation 
of 194341945. Subsequently it grew in extent, For this reason there is 
only one illegal Ukraintan party, which, however, does not pursue totale 
itearian tendencies nor a one party system. The OUN le fightimw for a 
liberated Ukraine in which "freedom of the press, speech, opinion, conviction, 
faith, and world outlook" shall exist. The OUN fights “against the official 
imposition of philogophical doctrines and dogmas." (Cited from the OUN 
Program, Chapter IT, Point 10, psragraph &,which was adopted by the Third 
Extraordinary Great Congress of the OUN meeting in the Ukraine 21-25 August 
1943.) 3./ 


The mistake of the party politicians in dissolving their parties rather than 
going underground became clear during the German occupation. At that time 
the organization of political leadership for the underground and the UPA, 
the resistance army, proved very diffieult. 


Will the Ukreinian Question Re Reviyed?- The War in Eastern Europe 


When the German«Soviet conflict broke out on 22 June 1941, many Ukrainians, 
including some OUN members, falsely believed that Germany would solve the 
Ukrainian question as it bad the Slovakian in the spring of 1939 and the 
Croatian in April 1941. 


The Provid of the OUN under Bandera entertained no auch illusions about the 
Germans and resolved to present them with secomplished facts. Sinee the 
OUN could not take the full responsibility for all future steps, it decided 
to form a representative Ukrainian National Committee (UNK), which the 
representatives of all former parties agreed to join with the exceptdon. 

of Melnyk's followers. Shortly before the outbreak of the war preparations 
were concluded for a congress to meet on 22 June 1941, not suspecting that 
this was the date for the outbreak of the war in Eastern Europe. It was 

& question of a congress of the political emigration and tts party repre= 


sentatives, 
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The congress took place in Krakov and elected the following directors of 
the Ukrainian National Committee; General Veevolod Petriv, President; 

Dr. Volodymyr Gorbony, First Vicespresident ; Professor Victor Andriyevski, 
Second Vice-president; and Professor! Dr. Stefan Shukhevich, Secretary 
General. The following Ukrainian politicians also belonged to the Committees: 
Vasyl Mudry, Mykola Livytski, Dr..V.. Yaniv, Ivan Raviyk, ete, On 23 June 
a memorandum was presented to the Chancellery in Berlin demanding recog~ 
nition of the natural rights of the Ukrainian people for their own inde-~ 
pendent state by the German government. Two days before, the leaders of 
the OUN submitted a memorandum of a similar content to the proper German 
ministries. 


These memoranda remained unanswered because Nazi Germany had its own plans 
for the Ukraine and had no intentions of recognizing the rights of the 
Ukrainian people. Hitler's proclamation .of 82 June 1941 did not mention 
nationalities of the Soviet Union, to say nothing of their rights. 


‘The only possibility which remained for the leaders of the OUN was’.to 
face the German government with accomplished facts. In addition, it was 
necessary to unttask the imperialistic aims of the Nazis, since their com- 
plete war propaganda was* built on the slogan “Liberation from Bolshevism" . 


On 30 June a provisional Ukrainian government was formed in Lemberg (Lvov) 
and it prociaimed the restoration of the Ukrainian state. Since the plan 
called for the proclamation of the state government in Kiev, the Lemberg 
government bore the neme "the territorial government of the Western Ukraine”. 
This ts what the Metropolitan Archbishop Andreas Count Sheptytski called 

it in a pastoral letter of 1 July. Under the impact of the contemporary 
political situation, the territorial government became the provisional 
state government of the Ukraine in the following days. The Ukrainian 
population in the territories of Lyov, Drogobyeh, Rovno, Volhynia, Stan- 
islav, and Ternopol, as well as in some raions of the territories of Cherno- 
vtsy, Zhitomir, Vynnytsya, Kamenets~«Podolski, Kirovograd, and Kiev demanded 
that the renaming be publiely announced. 


On 30 June .a provisional Ukrainian government was formed {n Lvov and it 
subsequently proclaimed the restoration of a Ukrainian state. 


The provisional government comprised the following members: © nk 


Chairman, for social and labor matters - Yaroslav Stetsko 
First Deputy Chairman for health matters + Prof. Dr. Panshychyn 
Second Deputy Chairman = Dr. Lev Rebet 
Political Coordinator = Ivan Legends~Klymiv (a district leader of the OUN ) 
Foreign Affairs - Volodymir Stakhiv; his deputies: Dr. Kost .Pankivski 
and Dr. Maritchak 
Interior Affairs - Dr. Ivan Lysy 
his deputy for Security Matters - Mykola Lebed 
Military Matters » General Vsevolod Petriv 
his deputies: Col, Riko Yary, Air Force 
Maj. Roman Shukevich 
Capt, Aleksander Hasyn (or Gasyn) 
Agriculture and Food Procurement - Eng. Eugen (Evhen) Khraplyvy 
Forestry - Eng. Piasetski 
Economy, Industry and Trade ~ Prof. Eng. Yulian Pavlykovski 
Deputies: Eng.. Dmytro Yasiv and Roman 
Tlnytski 
Finanee « Olkhovy 
Information, Press, and Propaganda - Hay Holovko 
Deputy: Yaroslay Starukh 
Education and Culture - Prof. Dr. Volodymyr Radsykevich 
Deputies; Representative of the Orthodox Church 
{name unknown) 
Father Prof. Dr. Havryl Kostelnyk 
25X1A (Catholic Church) 
Prof. Turshyn (for universities) 
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In addition there were two members of the govermment whose names are not 
known: one for transportation and one for postal service, 


The German government, whieh considered the formation of a Ukrainian govern~ 
ment provosative, degided to liquidate the Lvov "soup". Heinrich Himmler, 

who was commissioned. with the Liquidation, brought the leading members of 

the government to Berlin. Here they were put under some pressure to renounce 
the pro@lamation about the recreation of the Ukrainian state and the Ukrainian 
Government, The Germans resorted first to arrest and then imprisonment in 
eontentration camps when their demund was absolutely rejeeted at the beginning 
of August, On 15 September 1941 the Gestapo made mass errests of OUN members 
in the Ukrainian territories slready occupied by the Wehrmacht. First it sent. 
the prisoners to prisons in Lvov, Krakov, and Berlin and later to the conrentray 
tion camps of Sachaenhausen and Auschwitz. Stefan Bandera, who was arrested 

on 27 June and detained first at Krakov and then Berlin, was kept under strict 
guard and in isolation at the congentration camp of Sachsenhausen until 

27 September 1944, 


Algo arrested were Y. Stezo, V. Stakhiv, L. Rebet, R. Yaryy Plasetski 
(shot in Lvov in 1942), D, Yasiv (died in Auschwitz), I. L, Klymiv (arrested 
in Lvov. and tortured to death), and R. Tlnyteki. 


The Ukrainian question was opened, but the Ukrainians stood on the front 
against Nazi Germay.« 


VI“ The New. Situation in Eastern Europe and the New Tasks of the Ukraindsn 
Revolutionary Movement . j 


Gathering of New Revolutionary Fortes 


Mykola Lebed writes about this new pegiod of the Ukrainian Revolutionary 
movement in the book The Ukrainian Insurgent rT, page 163 


"The Ukrainian independence movement and its political carrier, the OUN, 
entered into a new phase of the struggle in combating the German orcupation. 
Widespread revolutionary underground activity with the aim of mobilizing 
the masses around the idea of political independence distinguished this 
period. An open fight was impossible and uselesa for the following 
TESBONE ¢ 


&, The entire territory had to be cleared of Bolshevik agents so that 
the latter could not capitalize on the struggle Por independenve. 
It was not waged egainst the Germans to facilitate the return of 
Bolshevism and the Stalin dictatorship. 


b. The Ukrainian masses, who had hoped for liberation from Bolsheviam 
_and the #reation of an independent state, were not yet prepared for 
a direet struggle. Firat they had to recuperate from the Bolshevik 
terror, to organize, and to learn to know the new occupier, his 
system of domination, and hia methods. 


é@. Under the Bolshevik oceupation the leading cadres of the Ukrainian 
people and the OUN had suffered important losses, When the Bolshe-~ 
viks retreated they bad butchered tens of thousands of Ukraindan 
prisoners. 


ad. After the blows of the Bolsheviks and the Germans, the OUN had to 
reorganize, increase its strength, and adapt tactics and organiza~ 
tional methods to the mentality and methods of the new oceupter." 
Mykola Lebed, who was & member of the provisional Ukrainian government and 
at the same time Deputy Chairman of the Provid of the OUN under the German 
ogeupation, succeeded in evading arrest by the Germans, 


At this time the command of the howr for the Ukrainian underground was "Gathering 


of New Forces," 
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During the second half of September 19h1, the First Farty Conference of the 
OUN took place under the chairmanship of Mykola Lebed. The situation in 

the Ukraine was diseussed, and the provisional OUN government of M. Lebed. 
wap confirmed, end the following guiding principles for the immediate 

future were adopted; a. The infiltration of lower administrations with 
nationalistic Ukrainians in order to continue the activities of the Ukrainian 
state government; b. the dispateh of leading members of the OUN into the 
territories of the former Soviet Ukrainian Republic in order to contact 

the Ukrainian underground movement there; o, the dissolution of the 
kolkhozy and sovkhozy, and the storage of grain for the Ukrainian poptilation 
in order to prevent famines; d. the securing of printing presses and manning 
editorial staffs with reliable Ukrainians in order to utilize the press for 
furthering the idea of an independent Ukraine; ¢. active resistanee against 
the delivery of grein to the Germans; f, enlightening the population about 
the forced deportation of workers to Germany; g, educational preparation 

and activities for the active battle against the German occupation together 
with simultaneous measures againat any efforts for restoration of Bolshevism 
in the Ukraine; h. the collection of weapons and ammunition for an armed 
conflict against the German oceupation forees and if netessary also against 
Bolshevist Russians; and i. supplementing the party program and political 
prineiples of the OUN with the political and social advances of the Ukrainian 
people achieved under the Bolshevist regime. 


These resolutions which were adopted by the party conferenae show the 
departure from the illegal and political activity of the OUN. All activi- 
ties were directed toward the preparation for an armed struggle and the 
defense of the likrainian people agsinst the German despotism and the repe- 
tition of the Bolshevist terror regime. The decision on point i. proves 
that the OUN will adapt itself to the conditions in the Eastern (Soviet) 
Ukraine. 


As has already been mentioned, in the course of its development the OUN 
adopted in part a Western Ukrainian character and was an outspoken nation~ 
alist party in its political program. This may have been suffittient for the 
Western Ukraine where the feeling of nationality was very pronounced, It 
was not, however, suffieient for the Eastern Ukraine where the population 
was already politically conscious af a Ukrainian state, and asked for a 
precisely formulated deseription of the nature of an independent national 
Ukrainian state, Words about the national struggle of independence did not 
suffice, They demanded accurate information about the construction and. 
social structure of suth a state. If the GUN wanted to mobilize all the 
people for the independence struggle, 1t had to meet the demands of the 


people. 
The Second Party Congress of the OUN in 19he 


The Second Party Conference of the OUN took place in April 1942 and its 
resolutions dealt with the following: 


"We base our policy on the following: 


a. On the formation and extension of our own revolutionary forces, both 
political and military; 


b. Ona policy of revolutionary struggle which is dependent on ne one. 


ce. We oppose the Russian~Bolehevik foreign policy concept of the 
International, and the German idea of a so-called “New Europe” 
with the international concept of a just, national, political, and 
economic new order in Europe based on the principle of free national 
atates conforming to the solution ‘freedom for all peoples and mene? 


d. We emphasize the idea of an independent Ukrainian state for which 
the Ukrainian people have sought constantly as a.nesessity. Only 
a just solution of the Ukrainian question can establish the 
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balance of power in Hastern Burope and guarantee a Free life to 
the nations oppressed by Moscow. 


VII, We regard the so-called agrarian reform as an economic maneuver 
designed to divert the Ukrainian people from their struggle for their 
own government by securing the power of the German occupation with the 
help of a supposed measure of liberation. The so-called agrarian reform 
does not serve the interests of the Ukrainian peasantry, but the 
exploitive and practical sims of the Germans who wish to obtain as 

much bread and ishor power as possible. 


XXI. We conduct a critique of the German aronemic system by means of 
the enlightenment of the massea and by combatting the opportunists 
and the servants of slavery . « . « » 


XXIV. We connect the writielan of German. ‘colonial poliey tn -the central 
and eastern territories of the Ukraine with the combatting of the 
Russian Bolshevik influences and the partisan mischief instigated by 
Russian imperialism..." 


It should be added in explanation that the OUN was completely absorbed in 


the extension of a thick network of underground organizations Sinee it knew 


that only wnified actions of resistance could lead to success, For this 
reason .the OUN had to take a strong position toward the partisan mischief. 
The OUN was not interested in the collapse of German imperialism, but in 
the restoration of an independent Ukrainian estate, The OUN held that there 
was still time enough for an armed attack on the German. occupation. Resides 
the Ukrainian underground had no wish to pull the hard pressed Stalin's 
eheatnuts out of the fire. 


Mention of the agrarian reform referred to: Rosenberg's decree of 16 January 
1942 about the new agricultural order in the eastern occupied territories. 
Practically, it only involved ae change of name from kolkhog to "Gemein~ 
wirtschaften". The Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung (German Ukraine Newspaper ) 
dealared that the reform “should in the first place guarantee a. maximum 

of agricultural achievement." . 


The ordinance about compulsory labor service of 19 December 19h was designed 
to increase considerably the Ukrainian labor forces for the German war 
industry. 


Sinee the agrarian reform provided the legal basis for the robbing of the 


villege . population and the labor ordinance the pretext for man hunts to 
augment the number .of deported workers in Germany, the OUN had to organize 
the Ukrainian masses against the consequence of both, 


The QUN joined national political tasks with practical actions in the 
economic and social field. 


Since this discussion is limited to the contribution of a better insight 
into the political and organizational construction of the Ukrainian inde- 
pendence movement, no detailed picture of the Nazi and Bolshevik occupation 
can be given. That is why the terrorist actions of German security and 
occupation forees and the Ukrainian counter-measures must be omitted. 

The system of terror in the Ukraine was the same as in the rest of Europe, 
only perhaps more cruel. 


Out of Nothing Grows a Resistance Army »- the UPA 


The Ukrainians had more difficulty organizing an underground army than any 
other European nation. In Europe there was recourse to the military ex- 
periences of former officers, to their professional knowledge and to an in« 
tact officer's corps. The Ukrainians only had. a few reserve officers at 
theix disposal apart from a few revolutionary fighters with sufficient 
military talents. 


While other European nations could count on material, moral, military, and 


political support from the freedom loving Allies, the Ukraine had to rely 
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on ite own strength, 


The Ukrainian people did not laek the will to fight, even though their 
damediate future was not as hopeful as that of the other European nations 
who had no foreign occupation to fear after the defeat of the Germans. 
The Ukrainians had to count on a continuation of the struggle for indepen» 
denee againat the Bolshevik dictatorship after the end of World War IT. 


Unlike the Weat, the Ukrainian people never let themselves be deceived .by 
the democratic and anti-imperialist phrases emanating from Moscow. 


In spite of all these difficulties, one of the mast powerful resistance 
armies of Europe, which could hardly be surpassed by any other, arose in 
the Ukraine. 


Since the sim of this discussion is to present a political survey of the 
Ukrainian independence movement, a4 detailed description of the construction 
of the resistance army and of its operational and tactical effecta would 
be pointless. 


The First Armed Clashes 


Already during the last few months of 1941 the OUN organized small armed 
groups which acted as body guards of individual revolutionaries, since 
every request for surrendering identification cards by German security 
patrols (SD) could be answered only with shots. Individuals no longer 

‘et themselves be captured without reslatance as happened during the firat 
half of September. However, there were not many armed clashes because the 
menbera of the OUN avoided encountera with those patrola or they managed 
to obtain freedom of movement through other means (forged identification | 
papers, march orders, etc.). 


After the Seeond Party Conference of the OUN took place and the resolutions 
and directives of the conference were distributed over the country, inereased 
terror measures of the SS were to be expected. Organized resistance against 
the forced deportation of laborers to Germany caused an increase in the 
number of persons having to go into hiding. The number of troops of the 

OUN increased and armed clashes became more frequent. By spring, 1942 the 
number of these troops grew to such an extent that an.unorganized and un~ 
coordinated revolution was feared. The wooded areas of Volhynia, formerly 

in Poland. and at the 1939 border of the Soviet Ukraine, offered particularly 
good hiding places for these troops which were organized into larger sections, 
into so-called military units of the OUN (Viyskovi Viddily OUN). Small 
Seale engagements of these units were avOdded, because a still further 
weakening of the fighting spirit of the Soviet Union was awaited. 


The time for an open armed struggle came in the summer of 1942 when the 
conflict between the agricultural Sondérfuehrer and the Ukrainian peasants 
over the harvest broke out. The peasants, supported by the “people. in the 
woods", followed the directives of the OUN and refused to make grain de- 
liveries. The militia units which the German administration sent against 
the "Ukrainian forest" and recaleitrant villages. joined the resiatance 
movement -with.their arms. Thereupon, the Germans sent PoIfsh police 
units from the Generalgouvernement, organized Sonderabtellungen composed 
of Poles from Volhynia, and dispatched Russlan units. The die was east for 
an armed struggle. 


The OUN command took the initiative in the formation of a military general 
staff consisting of former Ukrainian officers of the 1917-1921 Ukrainian 
army as well as of the Poligh and Soviet Army, <All “battalions of the 

woods" and the military unita of the OUN were subordinated to this general 
staff and received the same designation: Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukreinska 
Povstanska Armiya « UPA). 


On 14 Oetober 1942 the first open battle took place and the Ukrainian Insur-~ 
gent Army received ita baptiam of fire. 


Colonel Savur took over the command of the Northern UPA ee and ara 
ome vot fh ee bo ae ; ae 
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Stupnytski became his chief of staff. The latter was a general staff officer 
of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) Army between 1917#1921, and was 
promoted to general in 1944, He and Col. Savur were later killed during 
the battle against the Bolsheviks. 


am, “a 


The combat aren of the Northern UPA Group ineluded the districts of Volhynia 
(Lutsk, Rovno, Zhitomir) and Polessye (Pinsk and Brest~Litovsk). 


In 1943 the following combat areas of the UPA were established: 
a. UPA Group East (regions: Kamenets-Podoleki, Vynnytsygy and Kiev) 
bs. .UPA Group South (regions: Bukovina and Odessa) 


@. UPA Group West (Galician regions: Stanislav, Lvov, Ternopol, 
Drogobych, and, since 1945, also the Carpatho-Ukraine). 


During 1945 the UPA Group Westmark was formed and it embraced the territory 
west of the Curzon Line in Poland. It.was dissolved in spring 1948 after 
the Ukrainian population was deported from the territories west of the 

San and the Bug Rivers and the West-Beskids. 


‘The names of the commanders of these UPA groups are not listed because 
it has hotuberh esteabbished whether they are still active or died in battle. 


Higt Command .of the UPA 


The military general staff was later transformed into the High. Command 

of the UPA which waa headed by Colonel Taras Chuprinka (a pseudonym). 4,/ 
(Chuprinka was promoted to general by the Presidium of the Ukrainian Supreme 
Couneil of Liberation (UHVR) on 19 February 1946, effective 22 January 1946). 


Chief of the general staff was Major Perebynis who was killed on 1 November 
1945 and posthumously promoted to general. a 
naa 


The UPA issued the: following political theses to the underground arny 
entitled: What Does the UPA Fight For? 


“The UPA fights for an Independent - . United Ukrainian State (Samo- 

ou, cebiyhentipbdrne ‘Ukraiiaka’ Derahdéva 8)USSD) and together with other 
oppressed peoples fights for independent national states on their own 
territories, .We recognize the right of every people ~« Poles, Czechs, 
Russians, and others « to their own state in their own borders. We 
only fight against imperialists and their servants. The UPA defeats 
all those who seek to subjugate the Ukraine in one way or another." 


Further on in the thes¢a we read: 

“Peasanta, workers, and intellectuale in the ranks of the UPA fight 
against the oppressors for national and social liberation, for a 
new state order, and for a new social order in the Ukraine. 


They fight for the destruction of the Bolshevik kolkhozy and the 


German . inwirtschaften, for land for the peasants without com- 
pensation, for a free economy, and for the free use of the products 
of labor » 


They fight for the national~state ownership of large industry and 
cooperative ownership of small industry. 


‘They fight for the participation of workers in the factory managements 
and for the professional but not party commission principle in the 
management . 


They fight for the respect of the intellectual professions, 

for the creation of materlal conditions which will eneble the intel- 

lectual to dedicate himself to cultural activity without worrying 

about the future and the fate of his family, and for working conditions 

which will enable him to enrich his knowledge and to raise his cultural 
SECRET ~CONTROL/US 
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They fight for the freedoni.of the press, speech, religion, and philos+ 
ophy and against the imposition of doctrines or dogmas, 


They fight for the right of national minorities to cultivate their 
national culture... 


seo We fight to have every nation live freely in its independent state, 
for the abolition of national oppression and exploitation; and for the 

only political system which can lead to a solution of the national and 

social question in the whole world, a system of free national states. 


eeseWe shall only achieve vietory with a national Ukrainian revolution 
involving an armed struggle. That is why no one can stand aside and 
only observe and wait." 


These new principles which were adopted by men who decided on an open and 
armed fight were new in the Ukrainian liberation movement particularly if 
gompared with the resolutions of the First (Vienna),. Second (Rame), and 
Second (sic). (Krakov) Congresses of the OUN. 


In the years 1929, 1939, and 1941 the ideology of the OUN was extremely 
nationalistic, strongly leaning on other European national movements (Italy, 
France, Germany, and Belgium), It clearly had authoritarian and even total~ 
itarian tendencies, 


The new political program originated in the struggle with the two authori- 
tarian and totalitarian powers and this struggle had to be executed not only 
physically but first of all ideologically. The UPA thesis, What Does the 
UPA Fight Fort, was a complete re-evaluation of previous axioms which it 
appeared were not to be shaken. This was the consequence of two underground 
movements, one of which had existed in the totalitarian reality of the Soviet 
Union and the other in the territories of the Western Ukraine, growing into 
each other, The first rejected totalitarianism in every form even if it 
eame from the right and pledged itself to a democratic constitution and 4 
Just social order, The second was only filled with the spirit of a national 
glan and did not concern itself with constitutional and social questions. 
Under the impact of a struggle against the totalitarian terror of a nation- 


@listie occupation power and. against the propaganda for the return of a 


Communist colored authoritarian regime of Russian imperialism, a political, 
national, social, and cultural program was developed which conformed to 
the democratic traditions of the Ukrainian people. 


The ideas of the UPA found a mighty response in the Ukrainian working 
population and among the idealistic youth, demonstrating that a correct 
step had been taken. Thus, the UPA became a political-military force 

of the Ukrainian people. In its new development the OUN only had political 
arin fulfill, which became specially apparent in the decisive year 

of 1943. 


The Year 1943 in the Ukraine 


The Third Party Conference of the OUN took place on 17 - 23 February 


1943,a% which time directives for an open armed conflict were laid down. 


The following are extracts from these resolutions: 


“Article 1: The present war in the east which was unleashed in the 
interests of German National Socialism and Russian Bolshevism is 
being conducted for reactionary and anti-popular purposes; namely 
for the colonial exploitation and plundering of people and countries. 
This brings with it a moral, economic, social, and political exploi- 
tation and subjugation; in other words a complete suppression and 
subjugation of people and nationalities. This war is especially 
being fought for the possession of the Ukraine, which is considered 
by both German and Russian imperialiem 4s the central goal of their 
expansion policy in.EFastern Europe and as the base for further ag- 
gression." 
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"Article 6; The Ukraine is at present between the hammer and anvil 
of the two opposed imperialistic powers from Moscow and Berlin; 
beth consider the Ukraine as their colonial territory ..o.." 


Article 22: We recognize that only organized armed efforts of the 
Ukrainian people... can lead to the reatoration of a Ukrainian state..." 


“Artiele 24; The execution and realization of our revolutionary 
liberation plans and aims of our struggle for an Independent United 
Ukrainian State... required and continue to require the task to 
strengthen and expand new eenters of organized might of the people". 


This conference of the OUN confirmed herewith the initiative of the 
party leadership in the formation of & special military organgzation 
for armed resistance, the establishment of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA). | : 


During the first half of 1943 the UPA experienced rapid growth: eager 
and able-bodied young Ukrainians, coming from all classes and all regions, 
streamed into the forests of Volhynia. Large areas were liberated from 
the German administration and the UPA had to set up its own civil admin- 
istration. This task, too, was mastered. So-called "UPA Republics" 

were formed where the entire life of the Ukrainian population (administra- 
tion, economics, education, church, printing press, health service, etc.) 
was under the supervision of the UPA and its various organs, 


Numerous publications, appearing either periodically or non-periodically, 
were issued. To enumerate them all would take an entire chapter. Only 
the most important ones are given here: 


a. Povstanets (The Revolutionary) - organ of the preas department of the 
UPA. 


b,. IRdeya i Chyn (Idea and Action) - organ of the party command of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), the then leading organ 
of the Ukrainian underground movement. 


c. Ze Samostiynu Ukrainu (For an Independent Ukraine), organ of the regional 
headquarters of the OUN for the eastern and central districts of the 
Ukraine, 


ad. Za Ukrainsku Derzhavu (For the Ukrainian State), organ of the regional 
headquarters of the OUN for the western district of the Ukrainian 
revolutionaries, 


é. Perets (Pepper ) - a satirical publication of Ukrainian revolutionaries, 


Later, in 1944, there also appeared the publication Visnyk (Gazette) as 
the organ of the Presidium of the Ukraintan Supreme Council of Liberation 
(UHVR), which, in 1946, was renamed Zamostiynist (Independence) and which 
continues to the present. 


In addition there were numerous printed and mimeographed leaflets, daily 
reports, radio broadcasts, and propaganda pamphlets, 


The Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the OUN 


The Third Extraordinary Great Congress, which met from 21-25 August 1943 
under the protection of armed UPA units, made accounts of the previous 
activity of the OUN, confirmed party leadership's activity, and made the 
resolutions of the three party conferences its own. These resolutions were 
elaborated, made more exact, and extensively interpreted . 


The Congress made many ¢hanges in the party, the most important of which 
was the substitution of' a three member party bureau for the former party 
leader. This bureau (bureau of the Provid), which was completely res= 
ponsible to the party executive committee, was to make decisions between 
the meetings of the committee, which was itself responsible to the party 
conference or the congress. This finally eliminated any trend for a 


See on 
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leadership principle which some OUN circles sought to establish. New 
men, who had distinguished themselves in political and armed struggle, 
were elected to the bureau, while the former deputy chairman of OUN 
retired. In November 1945, Taras, a member of the bureau, met a hero's 
death. 


In addition, the Congress adopted a new party program which,in the intro- 
duetion,is called an “achievement of the theory and practise of the last 
two years." Also included in the introduction to the party program is 
the following: 


"The idea of the new society is the free man. Even though a free 
act is the fundamental impulse of social life, it camnot be directed . 
towards personal material Interests and lead to the exploitation 

of other free men as happens, for éxample, in the capitalist system." 


These principles greatly resemble the fundamental thesis of What Does 
the UPA Fight For? of October 1942. A few points are cited for compari- 
son: 


7 


1. "The OUN Pights for an Independent United Ukrainian State and so 
that all people can live a free life in their ow independent state. 
The abolition of national oppression and exploitation of one people 
by another, and a political system of free people in their own 
independent states is the only order which will bring a just solution 
of the national and social question in the whole world. 


5. The CUN is for the complete liberation of the Ukrainian people 
from the Bolshevik Russian and German yoke and for the creation of . 
a Ukrainian state without large landowners, capitelists, as well as 
es. coumissars ,NKVD executioners, and Party parasites (party 
bosses)..." 


at 


"Peasants, workers, and members of the intelligentsia fight in the 
ranks of the OUN against the cppressor, and for the Ukralnian state, 
for national and social liberation, and for a new state and social 
order. 


1. They fight for the destruction of the Bolshevik and German syatem 
of serfdom in economic organization. Operating on the principle 

that the soil is the property of the people, the Ukrainian government 
will not impose a uniform system of farming. The question of individ-~ 
ual or collective farming will be left to the will of the population," 


The program for the workers was almost indistinguishable from the UPA 
thesis of 1942. The workers should “participate in the management of an 
enterprise, “every labor can only be done voluntarily," for which the worker 
shall receive a just wage, and the workers shall have a share in the 
profits of an enterprise.” 


The program of the OUN insists upon free trade unions and the abolition of 
the Stakhsnovite system. Handicray’t shall be free and the craftsmen 
shall have the right to unite voluntarily in handicraft artels. 


Only smali trade shali be private; large trade shall be nationalized 
and medium trade cooperative. 


The party program, which was worked out in detail, had the following 
to say about the rights of citizens. The OUN Pights for: 


"10. 


a. For freedom of press, speech, thought, religion, and world out- 
Look; against the official tmposition of philosophical doctrines 


and dogmas. 
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b. For the freedom of worship, in so far as it does not ¢onflict 
with social morality. 


ce. For the separation of church and state, 


ad. For eultural relations with other peoples, for the right of all 
citizens to travel abroad for the purposes of vacation, study, and 
to beeome acquainted with the life and cultural achievements of 
other peoples. 


11, For the fall right of national minorities to eultivate their own 
culture. 


12, For the equality of 811 Ukrainian citizens regardless of their 
nationality in all political and civic rights and duties and for the 
equal right of all to work, income, and recreation.” 


Some Europeans might consider this program dated becauBbe many of ite demands 
have been achieved in Europe, but for a nation which has only known a system 
-of totalitarian dietatorship for over 25 years, the pointe in the program 

are fighting slogans. The introduction to the program says among other things: 
“A program must also be a mighty weapon Which must lead to the increase of 

our powers and facilitate our victory." The long resistance of the Ukrainian 
people and the resistance movement demonstrate that the idealistie principles 
of this resistance have the power to mobilize and to infuse the people with 

an enthusiasm for such 4 struggle, 


fighting slogans joined with the honest conviction that they can be realized 
guarantee the victory of people struggling with total tyranny. The idea of 
freedom is indivisible and it must be realized in personal, political, national, 
pocial, and economic areas of life. 


Preparation for the Fight Against the Return of Bolshevism 


The Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the OUN is a symbol of the increased 
power and importance of the UPA on the one hand and of the withdrawal of the 
German occupation and likewise the advance of the Soviet Army on the other 
hand. The problem now was to prepare for an even more difficult struggle, 

to arm oneself for it morally ani idealistically, and to organize more 
tightiy politically. 


The strength of the UPA and its combat operations assumed such a volume 
that one political organization could not carry alone the full responsi- 
bility for this armed conflict. The battle for independence and national 

. freedom was not to become the concern: of one political organization for it 
had already become the concern of the entire Ukrainian population. Thus, 

& solution had to be found for the assumption of the political responsi» 
bility. A national resistance center comprising all political factions 

had to be formed. Unfortunately, there were no Longer any other parties 

in the Ukraine; some of them were obliterated in the 25 year struggle 
againat the Bolshevist regime in the Eastern Ukraine and formed a united 
underground movement, while others - in the Western Ukraine - were disbanded 
in 1939. .There did exist in the Ukrwine the sgemi~illegal OUN group under 
A. Melnyk which, however, following extended negotiations, refused to set 
up such a united resistance center, The reason for this refusal was that 
the group desired to continue its fight only under the anti~Bolahevist 
banner and it displayed a very reserved attitude with respect to the con- 
tinuance of the Fight egeinst the German oteupation. At the beginning 

of 1944 the leading personalities of this group were arrested by the Gestapo. 
The group had not profited from its reserve, In addition, there was also 

a small illegal group of the Ukrainian People’s Party operating in Volhynia. 
The negotiations with this group unfortunately led to no success either. 


The Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation (VHVR) and Ite Aims 
In the summer of 1943 the Soviet Army began its attack for the reeconquering 
of the Ukraine, and, by autumm, reached the Dnepr River. At the beginning 


of November Klev, the capita] of the Ukraine, fell, and all oblasts located 
on the left bank of the DPnepr River were reoecupied by the Soviet Army. 
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The UPA, operating in the wooded area in the western part, i.e., in the 
oblasts located on the right bank of the Dnepr River, found itself between 
the hammer and the anvil. This was the start of the two-front warfare 
with all ite fateful consequences. But there was ne alternative for the 
UPA, The continuation of the struggle against the retreating German 
armies gave it the moralepolitical strength to resume also its fight 
against the Moscow regime. It knew that the Ukrainian people would follaw 
it in this heavy struggle. 


Toward the end of 1943 the wooded Carpathian region, too, became a combat 
area of the UPA. The UPA units which were formed here were subordinated 
to .the command of the Western UPA Group. , 


The Germans fought the UPA units with foreign troops: wnits of the 
legions of eastern people (Turkestanians, Uzbeks Turkmen, Kazakhs, Ager. 
‘baidzhanians, Armenians, Georgians, Tatars, ete.) a5 Wall as regiments 
of the Central-European Allies, predominantly Hungarians, The command 
Of the Northern UPA Group in Volhynia established contact with these 
anti-partisan units, and as the result of skillful explanations, these 
foreign soldiers deserted to the UPA in large numbers and formed autonomous 
foreign units within the UPA. The Hungarian regiments displayed a bene- 
volently neptral attitude, concluded a "non-agression pact" with the UPA 
and even assisted it with weapons. The situation was similar as to the 
Rumanian regiments in the combat area of the Southern UPA Group. 


All these facta - in internal and foreign polities « enabled the High 
Command of the UPA to grasp the initiative, to resume negotiations with 

the existing Ukrainian political circles (as mentioned previously, parties 
no lenger existed)in order to form a representative central political organ 
of the Ukrainian resistence. The High Command secured the full assistance 
of the OUN whose leadership declared its readiness to follow the commands 
and directives of such a central body. Negotiations were carried on with 
the following circles: The Christian-Clericals, Monarchists, Christian~ 
Socialists, Nationg1l~Democrats, Socialists, Social-Revolutionaries, and the 
Social Democrats. They ended in complete success, Each of these circles 
Bent delegates to a committee whose task it was to arrive 

at a political platform and to establish the constitution of such 4 political 
center of resistance, It was agreed upon to direct a proclamation to the 
Ukrainian people. 


All representatives agreed that the struggle against the German occupation 
must be continued, even though the Soviet Army had occupied more than half 
of the Ukrainian territory. The risk of a two front war had to be taken 
to bring the independence struggle to a successful conclusion, because 
neutrality towards the Germans would have taken UPAfs weapon against 
Bolshevism away. 


The Founding Congress. 


The seenet congress of representatives of all Ukrainian political groups, 
which were determined to fight attively for liberation, opened on 15 
July 1944, Representatives from all Ukrainian regions were present. UPA 
detachments guarded the safety of this meaningful congress. 


‘The outcome of the congressional work was the formation of the Ukrainian 
Supreme Couneil of Liberation (Ukrainska Holovna Vyzvolna Rada) as the 
“supreme organ of the 1iberation fight of the Ukrainian people" in the words 
of the Proclamation ,.5. 


The couneil elected a permanent Presidium headed by, president which 

had the task of making important decisions, otherwise left for the CONTEBS 
during the periods between congressional meetings. Representatives of all 
political groups were elected to the Presidium, The Presidium suggested 
congressional approval of the chairman of the Council of Secretary-Generals 
(of the executive organ of the UHVR). He appointed the individual secretary~ 
generals; such as, for military affaire, foreign affairs, internal affairs , 
finance, etc. The Supreme Commander of the UPA, General Taras Chuprinka, 
became Secretary General for Military Affairs. Mykola.Lebed became Secre« 
tary General for Foreign Affiars, and Rostyslav Voloshyn~Pavlenko, who 


Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R010100450066-6 


29X1A 29X1A 
Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R010100150006-6 


SECRET~CONTROL/US 


-- Wea killed later. in, 19h), was appointed for Internal Affairs, The names of 
the other secretary-generals cannot be mentioned for security reasons. 


The Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation addressed a Proclamation 
(called "Universal" in Ukrainian) to the Ukrainian people which was distri« 
buted on both sides of the eastern front by soldiers of the UPA and by 
members of the Ukrainian resistance, 


The Proclamation stated the following among other things:6./ 


"The UHVR places the following vow in your hands, Ukrainian people. 

To fight so that you will be the only master on your soil, 

To fight for a just social order without oppression and exploitation, 
for the destruction of serfdom,and for the free labor of the Ukrainian 
peasant on his soil. 

To fight for the free labor of the workers, for the broad initiative 

of the working population in all fields of economic activity, and for 
the full development of Ukrainian national culture," 


The UHVR had the following to say about its origins: 


“Various freedom loving revolutionary forees and various political 
factions from s11 Ukrainian provinces have united in the URVR. They 
consider the political platform of political independence ag the only 
proper one. 


The UHVR is the highest and the only governing organ .of the Ukrainian. 
eople during the period of tts revolutionary struggle, until the 


organization of a government of an Independent United Ukrainian 
State « 


The Ukrainian underground printed this Proclamation on the anniversary of 
the founding of the UHVR in July, and distributed it in all. Ukrainian 
territories. This Proclamation, which was especially widely distributed 
after the Second World War upon the return of Soviet troops from Central 
Europe, is not only.well known in the Ukraine but all over the Soviet Union. 


The political Platform circumscribed the goals and tasks of the UHVR as 
follows: 7./ 


a. "To unite and coordinate all independent forces of the Ukraine within 
and outside the country... 


bs .To set up the ideological program of the Ukrainian people's independence 
atrugegle. 


ce. To lead the entire liberation struggle of the Ukrainian people until 
the achievement of independence and the organization of the organs 
of government for an independent Ukraine. 


d. To represent the struggle of the Ukraine at home and abroad as the 
supreme all*Ukreainian center, 


é. To Greate the first Ukrainian government and to call the first popular 
assembly." . 


Mention is made of the political and. social platform in Parsgraph IT, 
Point 6: 


"The UHVR adopts the following political and social platform for the 
unification of Ukrainian revolutionary forces: 


a. The ensuring of a democratic political constitution for the Ukrainian 
state. by popular representation. 


b. The ensuring of freedom .of opinion, of philosophy, and of religton. 


e. The ensuring of a just social order ... 
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f,. Ensuring the rights of all national minorities in the Ukraine." 


d in other points: 
\ e. ."Freedom of dhlicitisenawbefore. the law" 
| hb. ."Freedom of initiative in economie activity" 
| i. .“Socialization of natural resources" 


k. ."Nationalization of heavy industry and communications, the transfer 
of light and food industry toa cooperatives" 


1. ."Free trade" 


m. ."Free craftsmanship" - 
ve oO 
ns Protection of the workers through social legislation." 


Point 7 speaks about “the alliance with all oppressed peoples of Europe 

and Asig) who fight for their freedom and recognize the Ukraine's right to 
political independence. Point 8 speaks about “understanding and cooperation 
with all the néighbors of the Ukraine on the principle of mutual recog- 

' nition of the right to a state within the eétbnographic borders of each 

. people." 


‘The Provisional Constitution of the UHVR, which the founding congress adopted 
in July 1944 and which is still valid today, is one of the most important 
documents. 8./ Among other things it set forth: 


“1. The UBVR is the supreme organ of the Ukrainian people during the 
time of its revolutionary struggle for an Ukrainian state. 


2. .The source of power of the UHVR is the will of the Ukrainian people 
which has expressed itself in the efforts of all active forees of 
the people for independence. 


4, Any nationally active Ukrainian can become a member of the UHVR 
providing he recognizes the Platform of the UHVR and is at all 
times prepared to asaist in the realization of it. 


3a The UHVR can increase tte 25 members through cooptation.. These 
cooptations are executed on the recommendation of the Secretary 
General through the Great Congress (Veliki Zbir) of the UHVR 
or the Presidium, 


Ts The UBVR is active through the following organs: a) the Great 
Congress, b) the Presidium with the President at the head, c) 
the General Secretariat headed by the Secretary General, aj General 
Court of Justice headed by the Chief Justice, and e) the Comptroller 
Body headed by the Comptroller General. 


11. The UHVR is located in the Ukraine. It can send delegates abroad." 
The powers of the Great Congress are more exactly defined in Section II, 
Paragraphs 18; of the Presidium and the President in Section III, Para~ 
graphs 1-133; of the General Court of Justice in Section V, Paragraphs 
1-53 and of the Comptrolling Body in Section VI, Paragraphs 1-4, 

Section IV. has the following to say about the General Secretariat: 

"lL. The General Secretariat is the executive organ of the UHVR. 

@, The General Secretariat is composed of: a) the Chairman (Secretary 
General) of the General Secretariat, b) the Secretary for Internal 
Affaire, c) the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, ad) the Secretary of 
Military Affairs, e) the Seeretary for Finances and Economic 
Affairs, and £) other seeretaries, 


3. The Great Congress of the UHVR elects the Chairman of the General 


Secretariat, 
a 
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hk. The Chairman of the General Secretariat appoints the secretaries 
to their posts and the President of the UHVR confirms them. 


10. The General Secretariat reaches decisions by majority vote..." 


The political platform of the UHVE established the following to eliminate 
any misinterpretations and miaunderstandings in the future: 


The initiative for organizing the UHVR belongs to the UPA. in the operation 
of the armed struggle of the Ukrainian population against the plundering 
and violence of the occupiers of the Ukrainian lands. 


In the fight against the Russian Bolshevist conquerors of the Ukraine 
the following leading Ukrainian personalities and members of the UHVR 
met their death: 


a. Rostyslav Voloshyn-Pavlenko, organizer of the UPA in Volhynie and 
Polessiya, Chairman of the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the 
OUN in Auguet 1943, Chairman of the First Conference of Oppressed 
Nations (also reported as the First Conference of Enslaved Peoples) 
in November 1943, Chairman of the First Congress of the UHVR in July 
ighh, and the Secretary General of Interns] Affairs, was killed in 
August 1944, 


b. Yosip Pozyezaniuk-Shuhay, a revolutionary from the Soviet Ukraine, 
well-known young poet, organizer of the UPA in the Zhitomir and Vyn- 
nytsya areas, a member of the First Conference of Oppressed Nations, 
and & member of the UHVR, was killed in February 1945. 


e,. Peter Mykola Halant, Chancellor of the Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese 
in Lvov and a member of the URVR, was killed in June 1945, 


Also killed were Dr. Yuri Lypa, Chief of the Medical Service of the Western 
UPA Group, and a well know Ukrainian physician and writer; Peter Roman- 
Rafael Khomyn, friar of the Studiten Order; Kharitine Kononenko, a well 
known Ukrainian suffragette in Volhynia; ete. 


The delegation sent abroad, designated the Foreign Representation of the 
UHVR (Zakordonne Predstavnyztvo UHVR), is the only authorized representetion 
of the Ukrainian underground movement and its leading political and military 


organs . 


This Foreign Representation was sent abrosd towards the end of July 194). - 
It consists of several members of the UHVR. Some of its members are: 

Prof, Dr. Ivan Hrynioch of the Presidium of the UHVR, Mykola Lebed, Secre- 
tary General for Foreign Affairs, and Mrs. Daria Rebet. Other members of 
this delegation cannot be named for security reasons. The cited names 
have already been mentioned officially in the Ukrainian emigration circles. 


The Foreign Mispion of the UPA, headed by Major I. Hucul, is subordingted 
to the Foreign Representation. .The UPA soldiers who had the task of 
fighting their way to the west, still constitute the so-called "Raid 
Detachment of the UPA Abroad" and are commanded by their senior officer, 
Major M.. Baida. 


The End of Fight ~ The struggle of the UPA Continues ~ An 
Appeal of the Leaders of the OUN. 


The Presidium of the UHVR and the High Commend of the UPA issued appeals 
after the end of the war in Europe in May 1945, which stated that the struggle 
of the Ukrainian people continued. Calling upon the Ukrainian people for 
perseverance, endurance, and the support of the UPA, the Presidium contended 
that 16 was now a question of & more difficult struggle with Bolshevik 
totalitarianism. 


The following citations are characteristic of a declaration of solidarity 
by the Provid of the OUN: 


eer com, 
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"The struggle of the people oppressed by the Soviet Union shall be 
conducted with the following revolutionary watchwords: 


For the destruction of Muscovite Bolshevik imperialism, which drives 
whole populations to war. 


For the overthrow of the Stalin regime. 


-For the complete democratization of the entire political and 
‘public life. 


For the realization of national political self-determination and 
political separation. 


» For the organization of a just system of states which shall 
be based on real friendship and cooperation inyolved in the 
watchword: "Freedom of all peoples and.all mankind." 


We number the Russian people among the oppressed nationalities of the 
Soviet Union. The imperialist elements of the Russian people, who 
offered thelr services to Stalin and his clique, became the enemies 
.of their own people ..." 


And later one of the most important declarations: "We, the Provid of the 
OUN, remain.on ‘the battlefield for independence with our people in the 
Ukrainian homeland..." (This declaration was first published abroad in the 
monthly periodical Vygvolna Politika, Vol. III, No.1 (18), January 1948.) 


All of these appeals made an especially strong impression on the Soviet 
troops returning home, many of whom spread them throughout the enttre 
Soviet Union. Some Soviet officers made contact with the UPA, passed 
over into it,or declared that they knew what side to fight on in the hour 
of national revolutions. 


This attitude of officers and men forced the authorities in the Soviet 


Union and in the Soviet Ukraine to use only special MVD and MGB detachments 
(police and security troops) in the fight against the UPA. .The command 

.of these troops was in the hands of Vasil Stepanovich Riasny, Security 
Chief in the Ukraine and a Lieutenant General of the Police, who together 
with the Soviet Partisan General Kovpak led the "fight against the parti- 
sans", 


Toward the end of 1946, when the UPA changed its tactics and Riasny's 
troops ceased to show any important successes, Riasny was relieved of his 
command. He appeared again in 1949 when he commanded the MVD and MGB 
troops in Carpathia, Volhynia, Polessiya, and Podoliya (Zhitomir and 
Vynnytsya). The fights here began in May 1949, and toward the end of 
August Riasny was decorated with the Order of the Red Banner. 


The year 19h6 - Change of UPA seeking Tactics ~ The Ukrainian Underground 


Newspapers 


In 1945 the UPA carried on raids from its main areas of activity into 
other Ukrainian territortes like Podolia, Odessa, Bessarabia,and into the 
neighboring territories of Rumania, Hungary, White Ruthenia, and even the 
Baltic states. The world press gave the most publicity to the raids into 
Slovakia. 


The world press also reported the heavy fighting of UPA Group Westmark 

in the territories west of the Curzon Line where an effort was made to 
protect the Ukrainian population from the violenee of the Bolsheyik Polish 
‘police authorities and compulsery resettlement in the Soviet Union. The 
press unfortunately twisted the truth in significant matters. 


In the winter of 1945/1946 there was hardly a day of no fighting and . 
all UPA units had a hard time. The fighting inereased in the following 
spring after the UPA had undertaken successful action against the election 
to the Supreme Soviet on 10 February 1946. The Soviet police and security 
se cepreas Ps Me fi oft ce me rt 
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forces had to strengthen their action against the UPA. The Ukrainian 
situation at that time is reported in detail in the underground periodical 
of the OUN Ideya i Chyn, Vol. 5, No. 10,and in Samostiynist, the organ 
of the UHVR, Vol. I, No. 1. The organ of the UHVR especislly gives an 
accurate acecunt about the struggle of the Ukrainian people. It was 
moved abroad in 1949, 


The article about the "Terror of the NKVD Garrisons" published in it 

from pp. 116-128, gives exact information which makes it clear that during 
the elections 2000.to 5000 NKVD soldiers were stationed in every Ukrainian 
raion, 25~100 per villges. 


‘The article "A Tragi-Comedy of the Elections" (pp. 128-138) pictures the 
electoral methode of the “democratic” Soviet Union, which are not inferior 
to those of Fascist countries in anything. 


The article "Combat Performance of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army" enumerates 
UPA's encounters between January and July 1946. 


The main articles of the periodical Independence are: 


a. "The Vileness of the 20th Century", an excellent analysis of the 
untruthfulness of the Bolshevik regime in all sreas of political, social, 
and cultural life with many examples. (pp. 11-68). 


b. ©. Honeharuk - "The Ukrainian Insurgent Army as the Bearer of the 
‘Ideal of Liberation and Friendship of all Peoples" (pp. 68-96) in which 
the ideal of the UPA is clearly presented. Citations from its pamph- 
lets and appeals illustrate the cooperation with the undergrounds of 
other peoples. 


e@. 0. Hornovy - "About the Freedom of Press in the Soviet Union" (pp. 
964116). This unmasks the Soviet press as an instrument of oppression 
and deception of the Soviet government. 


Besides this, the periodical published the Appeal of the UHVR of November 
1946 and .7 Octoher 1946. 


Although we cannot go into these documents in detail in this discussion, 

we ghould like to point out that, among other things, the appeal of Novem~ 
ber 1946 declared: "The Foreign Representation of the UHVR (ZPUHVR) shell 
inform the world about the situation in the Ukraine, why the Ukrainians 

are fighting, and for what. It shall unmask the deception of the Bolshevik 
‘Yegime and popularize the independence struggle." 


The ordinances published the distinctions gained by individual UPA commanders. 
The ordinance of 9 February 1946 announced that Lieutenant Colonel Taras 
Chuprinka, the Supreme Commander of the UPA, had been promoted to the rank 

of general, effective retroactively, OM 22 January 1946. Vyechyty, the 
commander of UPA Group Weat, was promoted to colonels and Captain Havrysh, 

who was of Jewish origi and who headed the medical service ofthe group, 

was promoted to Major. 


The Periodical Iden and Astior 


The oun main press organ, Ideya 1 Chyn, published a detailed and profound 
interpretation of the political and social program of the organization by 
P, Poltava entitled “Revolutionary Elements of Ukrainian Netionalism". 9./ 
-Poltavé sees the strength of the Ukrainian resistance movement in its 
democratic idealism and clearly circumscribed social program, Both give 
the Ukrainian people a strong support in the struggle for political and 
national independence. 


Poltava's discussion, which appeared in the Munich weekly emigration 

-paper Ukrainska Trybuna Nos. 15 + 23, from 13 March to 15 May 1949, aroused 
heated discussions in all emigration papers on Poth sides of the Atlantic. 
The arguments revealed that only Ukrainseka which was close to the 
Foreign Representation of the UHVR, and. Were (Focwards) in London defended 
the principles of the Ukrainian resistance movement in the homeland. 
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The periodical Ideya i Chyn made a report of the resolutions of the Fourth 
(Extraordinary Great?) Congress of the OUN which had struck a balance of 
the three year struggle since the Third Extraordinary Great Congress 

in 1943, when it met 1n June 1946 in the Ukraine. 


The content of Volume 5, No. 10, ie made up of s repart about the fighting 
Ukraine and a few political articles analyzing the Leninist interpretation 
of Marxism in the Stalinist actuality. 


Change of Tacties of the Ukrainian Underground Movement 


The months of difficult fighting in 1945 and during the first few months 
of 1946 forced the High Command of the UPA to change their fighting tactics. 
Until the middle of 1946 strong units of the UPA, about 100 ~ 250 men 
strong operated in and controlled large areas where they also maintained 
their own administration. These tactics were leftovers from World War II 
when the front in the east constantly changed and neither the German 

nor the Russian occupation forces were sufficiently strong to completely 
control the entire area.c -Wheatbhe Pightine-stoppedsgrbhetBebehe-the Holshe- 
vist regime proceeded energetically, with the support of local Party 

groups and. MVD/MGB units, to expand its administrative apparatus up to 

the smallest and most remote village. Only the large forest areas in the 
northern Ukraine and in the Carpathian Mountains offered protection to 

UPA units « 


The larger fighting units in the strength of a company, battalion, and 
regiment had to be reduced in order to insure their flexibility. Therefore, 
groups of 15 to 30 men were formed and they had to carry out raids at all 
times, Earth bunkers were built in the distant, impassable wooded areas 

of Polessiya and Zhitomir, and in the Carpathians Mountains. These bunkers 
became the garrisons of the UPA. 10/ 


The camouflage of the earth bunkers prevents them from being found and the 
Soviets cannot put thair hands on the small UPA units beeause they are so 
mobile, The armed struggle goes forward in spite of everything, demanding 
the greatest readiness for sacrifices of the part of the UPA soldiers. 

The resistance struggle could only be continued because of the Ukrainian 
people who supported their troops in the face of a terror which was carried 
ad absurdum, The significance of the resistance lies in the destruction of 
the myth that the MVD/MGB apparatus is almighty. 


Neither the most brutal terror nor the enticements of the Soviet regime 
could force the Ukrainian people to give up its resistance, as Independence 
and Idea and Action have reported» 


M. Hrechukha, the President of the Soviet Ukraine, and Nykyta Khrushchov, 
the Secretary General of the Communist Party and a member of the Stalinist 
Politburo, issued amnesty appeals 12 February 1944 and during the course 
of 1945 urging the UPA soldiers to give up.11/ Since the struggle has come 
to be for the existence or non-existence of the Soviet dictatorship in the 
Ukraine and the Soviet Union, and there are no more appeals which speak of 
the "Forgiveness of the Soviet government and the Soviet fatherland". 


XII. Principles of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement 


The title of this chapter is taken from a book of collected materials 
dealing with the 'guestions of the struggle for an independent Ukraine which 
the UPA soldiers brought to Western Burope in their raid of 19/7. 


Tt contained the following articles: P. Poltava - "The toncept of An 
Independent Ukraine and the Universal Tendency of Political Development 
in the Present"; O. Hornovy - “At the Bolshevik Ideological Front"; and 
U. Kushil ~ "The Seientifie Foundations of Dialectical Materialism". 


Since leading members and publicists of the underground in the Ukraine 
wrote these discussions, they reveal the secret of success of the revolu- 
tionary resistance, The discussions ineluded a treatment of the spiritual 
principles of the independence struggle and future constitutional problems, 
sotial poliey, and economic and cultural questions, 
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The common denominator of these articles is, as P. Poltava wrote, that "the r-- 

motivating power of the national idea", the democratic political consti- 

tution,and the concept of life, social justice, and economic democracy 

connected with political demotracy only can assure the freedom of the 

individual and of peoples. 


The discussions which came from the fighting homeland provoked attacks 

from the Bandera &md Melnyk groups, whose nationalism differed from the 

one in the homeland. These two emigration groups accuse the resistance 
movement in the Ukraine of Socialist deviation and seek to slander it 

with the name of national Communism. 12. In the first place The Principles 
of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement have nothing in common with Marxist 
Socialism, and in the second place they are only extensions of the theses’ 
in the program adopted by the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the 

OUN which met in August 1943, 


The task of this discussion does not include going into these principles 
any closer. 


XIII. The Messengers of the Ukrainian Liberation Struggte Wis Nestérn Rarope | 


In September 1947 the world was startled to hear about the breakthrough 
of UPA units through Poland and Czechoslovakia to Bavaria. This armed 
reid commanded by Major M. Baida was undertaken to prove to the world 
that the fight for liberty continues in the Ukraine and to develop world 
understanding for it. 


In the summer of 1947 several UPA units regeived the order from the High 
Command .of the UPA to fight their way through to the west similar to 

the armed raids into Slovakia, Byelorussia, Rumariia, Hungary, and the 

Baltic countries. To the amazement of the whole world these unite succeeded. 
Several small detachments arrived as late as 1948 and two more small groups 
followed in July and August 1949, Another task of these raids was to offer 
militeny protection to couriers of the Presidigm of the Ukrainian Supreme 
Couneil of Liberation sent to: ite Foreign Representationihidthis is. theonly 
way to get through the double iron curtain, the first one at the Lubeck - 
Laibach line, the second at the borders of the Soviet Union. 


This first breakthrough of the UPA to the west is extensively discussed 

in the book. The UPA_in Western Europe, New York-Paris-London, 1948, pub- 
lished by the Ukrainian Press Seryice (UPS) with the aid of the Foreign 
Representation of the UHVR. Among other things, this book mentions the 

note of Mykola Lebed, Secretary General for Foreign Affaira of the UHVR, 

to George C. Marshall, US Secretary of State, asking for the right of asylym 


for UPA soldiers. The book also tontains an appeal of the Foreign Repre- 
Bentation of the UHVR to the entire civilized world. 


Those UPA soldiers who are outside the Soviet orbit and who have not received 
ordera to make their way back home form the Raid Section of the UPA abroad. 
Through the Foreign Mission of the UPA it is politically subordinate 
to the Foreign Representation of: the UHVR. The task of the command of 

the Raid Section is to take care of UPA soldiers coming with orders from 

the UPA High Command. ai 


Any UPA soldiers abroad who intend to be active in party polities are 
released from the "raid detachment" and assume the status of former UPA 
soldiers and of political emigrés, As such they do not have the right 
to appear publicly in the name of. the UPA, 


A Fighting Front of Oppressed Peoples < 


The UPA's armed and the Ukrainian underground's political revolutionary 
struggle aim not only at the liberation of the Ukraine but of all people 
oppressed by the totalitarian Boldhevik regime. This igs clearly estab- 
lished in the fundamental docwients of the Ukrainian resistance and in the 
numerous appeals and pamphlets issuéd-to the representatives of other 


peoples in the Soviet and German armies. 


| 
| 
| 


‘These -prineiples are obligatory for the UPA's armed struggle and for the 
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practical policies of the UHVE, 


Because many Eastern European and Asian nationals have gone over to UPA 
since the summer of 1943, the High Command of the UPA decided to form 
units of foreign nationals which are completely autonomous though subor« 
dinate to the UPA High Command tactically and Operationally. 


In the fall of 1943 an entire battalion of the Azerbaidzhan Legion and several}, 
companies of Turkestanians and Georgians joined the UPA. ‘The UPA High, Command. 
developed a plan to eall a political conference of representatives of these 
nationalities and to form a Fighting Alliance for the Liberation of Oppressed 


-Peoples. The soldiers of foreign nationalities warmly welcomed this plan 


and a special committee was formed to prepare the program of such a congress. 


The Firat Congress of the Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet 

Asia took place in the east. Volhynian forests from 1 to 22 November 1943. The 
day before, a German police battalion attacked the region in which the 
congress was to take place and the members of the congress also partici-« 
pated in the combat actions ageitist the German police, 


Thirty-five delegates from 13 nationa participated in this congress, There 
were £gur.Azérbaidzhanians, one Bashkirian, two Byelorussians, four Armenians, 
six Georgians, one Kabardinian, one Kazakh, two Ossetians, four Tatars , 

five Uzbekians, one Circassdan,-ont.Chuvashian, and:teniadditienal guests 


of honor of various nationalities. 


The result 8c Of ther eongrese-weret! ‘the’ "Resblutaons: oftkeTFirstcGongress 
of Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet Asia" and a common pro-« 
clamstion ‘to the oppressed peoples". 


Among other things, the resolutions stated that "the Firat Congress of the 
Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet Asia weleomes the heroie 
struggle of the peoples of Western and Central Europe and declares ita 
solidarity with then." 


The coordination of & common struggle against Holshevik imperialism which 
was getting ready to. flood Central Europe was another result of this 
Congress. 


The pamphlets which gave the goals of the struggle of many individual 
peoples and Which were widely distributed in the Soviet Army achieved 
Significant success, ; 


In 1945 and. 1946 the "foreign" units of the UPA asked to be disbanded 
and the insurgents returned through semi-illegal waya to their home countries 


An order to carry the fight for liberation to their people. Many of these 


soldiers and officers, however, remained with the UPA and are still fighting 
in its ranks. 


At present singl@ pamphlets are distributed in all of the USSR calling 


for a fight for liberation. Such individual pamphlets appear everywhere: 
in Moscow and in Kazakhstan, in the Donbas and in the Trangcaucasus, and 
in Leningrad and in Magnitogorsk. 


These facts should not be overestimated or played Up a8 Sensations, But 
they should not be underfstimated, for they are like a snowpile which 
has begun to move and may be turned into a qnowslides ich hag “ectun te ive 


[on a Oe cms a re Ses u 


oe 


. The Soviet dictatorship has been wounded in its Achille# heel: the wosolved 


queation of nationalities policy and the social contradictions of the 
regime. 


Conelusiona 


The armed struggle of the UPA, politically guided by the UHVR, forms one 
of the greatest dangers to the Bolshevik regime of the. Russian people. 
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This regime, which thirty years ago with the outbreak of the Bolshevik 
Revolution prevented the Russian empire from falling apart into ite con- 


stituent nationalities, has become the last expression of Russian imper- 
lalian. 


Lenin and after him even more Stalin became the preservers of Rusaian 
imperial unity. In this way they were the suppressors of the only true 
motive force in history, the idea of the nation. This raises the question 


of whether imperialist tendencies can in the long rim resist the national 
idea. 


The development of the Soviet Union and the consequences of the Second 
World War lead to a negative answer. Not even the cruelest methods of 


terror or the most artful measures of oppreasion can hinder the advance of 
the national idea, 


FED gy RE oy OS PE DR it og A, OF) male we, ig th 0 Ma Gen 


The fight of the peoples of the Soviet Union cannot only be regarded 
from the standpoint of these peoples, but must also be considered fram the 
international viewpoint, from the standpoint of other national interesta. 


If it was appropriate to begin this discussion with the writing of Mr. 
Picton Bagee to the national government of the Independent Ukrainian 
Republie, then it is not out of place to conclude with the observations 
of another British diplomat who, even though he had no relations with the 
Ukraine, correctly evaluated the situation. 


Viscount E. d'Abernon, the first British ambassador to the German Republic 
after the First World War, noted the following in his diary An Ambassador 
of Peace, (See pages from the diary (Berlin 1920-1926), Vol; 1-3, London 
1929-1930 under the date of 30 August 1922): 


"British policy faces the question of whether a large, unified Russian 
empire is desireable for us? American gives a decidedly affirmative 
answer to this question probably because it needs a strong Russia to 
counterbalance. Japan. It is certainly not in the English interest. 
India is severely threatened as long as there is a strong Russia. 

The Balkanization of Central Europe is regrettable but the Balkant- 
zation of Central Asia would be an unquestionable relief for British 
policy. The division of Russia into several states with stronger 
trade interests rather than political ambition would be more favorable 
for our position on the Black Sea and in the Mediterranean area than 
the reconstruction of a mighty empire. The secession of the Ukraine 
would unquestionably make the situation on the Black Sea more secure 
and healthier and facilitate a commercial control of the straits as 
a balance to a political control..." 


Since this entry was made, twenty-five years have passed, and twenty since 
it became public. The Second World War has demonstrated that Viscount 
d*Abernon evaluated the Ukrainian problem very clearly whereas the poli« 
ticians of the democratic west did not. A proper evaluation of the national 
forees in Eastern Europe during the Second World War would perhaps have 

led to the overthrow of Hitler and Stalin and brought about a proper 

balance of power on the European .continent. 
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ME Coren: 


1. Peet: another report on the history of the Ukrainian resistance 
movement covering the period 1900~1947, 


2. ae |<<: the 1929 Vienna Congress as the third rather 
ae 


rst. However, all. previous accounts list it as the first, ast gl 25X1A 
lists the First Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists as taking place in 


Berlin in 1927, the Second Congress in Prague in 1928, and the Third 
Congress in Vienna in 1929. 
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